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SRSG Activities


On 11 August, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq (SRSG) Ashraf Qazi condemned “in the strongest possible terms” the killings at a holy shrine in Najaf, as well as the recent increase in sectarian violence that has claimed the lives of hundreds of people throughout the country.


Mr. Qazi hosted a meeting of senior Iraqi leaders representing various political groups, including the Speaker of Parliament, Dr.  Mahmoud Mashhadani, at the SRSG’s residence on 20 July. The participants discussed possible dialogue to put an end to the ongoing violence in the country. UNAMI organized a press briefing immediately after the meeting that publicized the result of the meeting of a joint call for unity and peaceful dispute settlement. 


The SRSG held a series of informal consultations with a wide circle of political and civil society groups, as well as opinion leaders in Iraq, for fostering a spirit of understanding, dialogue and consensus.


He maintained periodic liaison with principal representatives of dominant religious groups such as Grand Ayatollah Al-Sistani in Najjaf as well as with Sayyid Moqtada al-Sadr and the Sunni religious endowment (Waqf) organization over topical political and social developments in regions of Iraq.  


Mr. Qazi co-chaired a Baghdad-based donor group meeting at the Office of Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Dr. Barham Saleh. The SRSG also met with a visiting U.S. delegation, headed by the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Robert Kimmitt and U.S. State Department Counsellor and Special Adviser Dr. Philip Zelikow on ICI preparatory group arrangements. 








Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, stated at a press conference on 2 August that he was optimistic about developments in Iraq. He was confident that Iraqi forces were becoming better trained and would gradually take on security responsibilities for all remaining Iraq governorates by the end of this year. 


Mahmoud Mashadani, the Speaker of the Iraqi Council of Representatives (COR) visited Syria where he met President Bashar Al-Asad, Speaker of the People's Assembly, Mahmoud Al-Abrash, and other politicians. It was announced that Iraqi and Syrian Speakers had signed a cooperation agreement between the two parliaments and would open liaison offices.


A delegation representing UNAMI attended the Arab League-sponsored meeting of the Iraq National Accord Conference Preparatory Committee, which took place in Cairo from 25 to 27 July.  The meeting was also attended by the full spectrum of Iraqi political, religious, and tribal communities, as well as members of civil society.  Although, participants did not set a new date for the Conference, they decided to keep the preparatory phase open-ended. In a concluding communiqué the participants agreed to continue their dialogue, supported national reconciliation efforts and called for a curbing of the upsurge in violence. 





On 22 July 2006, the Higher Committee for National Reconciliation held its first meeting, led by PM Al-Maliki and the Minister for National Dialogue, Akram Al-Hakim. The Committee is composed of political, religious and tribal leaders and has been working throughout August to coordinate the implementation of the Reconciliation Plan. The PM stated that no one with Iraqi or Coalition blood on their hands could be represented, whereas Speaker Al-Mashhadani argued that the committee should be open to all, thus indicating that the scope for amnesty remains to be established. 





Prime Minister al-Maliki recently visited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, and Turkey in order to gain support for the International Compact with Iraq and other government initiatives.  In Washington, Mr. Al-Maliki was received by President George W. Bush.  He addressed a joint session of the United States Congress, where he characterized the violence in Iraq as a struggle between true Islam and terrorism which wraps itself in the cloak of Islam.  In his speech, Al-Maliki described his National Reconciliation Plan as “an olive branch” extended to those who accept the logic of dialogue and participation.  In a joint press conference with UK PM Tony Blair, Mr. Al-Maliki acknowledged mounting sectarian violence in Iraq, but denied that Iraq was sliding into a civil war. 














UNAMI/Human Rights Office (HRO) is extremely concerned about the reports on violence against women and children, including sexual violence and the use of sexual slavery of women and children, so-called honor killings, and attacks on individuals based on sexual orientation or being HIV-positive.  UNAMI also notes with concern the deterioration in religious freedom and freedom of expression in many parts of Iraq.     


Several court actions involving American soldiers have commenced in the beginning of August. The trial of five US soldiers charged with rape and murder of four family members on 12 March in Mahmoudiya started on 6 August in Camp Victory in Baghdad.  Another two cases were brought to US courts earlier this month, including the case of four American soldiers accused of killing three Iraqi detainees near Samarra in May this year and the case against seven US Marines and a navy sailor for the killing of a disabled man in Hamdaniyah four months ago. Media also reported the commencement of two US military inquiries on the alleged massacre of 24 Iraqi civilians by American forces in Haditha.  


The UNAMI HRO held several meetings and workshops inside and outside Iraq in support of the state institutions' efforts to increase their capacity in the area of the rule of law and human rights.  OHCHR and HRO organized a Human Rights Workshop for Iraqi Parliamentarians, commencing on 07 August in Geneva.  The workshop gathered 12 members of the Human Rights Committee of the Council of Representatives (COR) for a five-day training session on international human rights treaties and the treaty system, national human rights institutions, the role of Parliaments in legislative reform and the Human Rights Council and Special Procedures. 


On 22 and 23 July, UNAMI HRO, OHCHR, together with the International Centre for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) and the Ministry of Human Rights, organized a meeting on transitional justice. The meeting was attended by a wide spectrum of Iraqi governmental and nongovernmental organizations, including the Ministers of Human Rights and National Reconciliation and the National Security Adviser. The participants were welcomed by the President of the Council of Representatives (COR). The participants acknowledged that current mechanism are incomplete or not functioning, and requested more support from the United Nations to find an “Iraqi way” to transitional justice. 


HRO facilitated meetings of the core teams on the High Judicial Council (HJC) and Ministry of Justice, part of the Rule of Law Sectoral Working Group, in Baghdad on 23 and 24 July.


The teams reviewed the proposals to improve investigative capacity of the judiciary, and discussed the priorities of the Ministry of Justice. The UNAMI HRO used this opportunity to discuss its  activities in support of the judiciary, as per the joint OHCHR and HRO Human Rights Programme for Iraq.








�SRSG with Iraqi Political leaders - 20 July 2006   
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UNAMI has been actively engaged in advising the Legal Committee and in providing commentary on the different drafts. A major concern is the lack of independence of the future IHEC from the Council of Representatives. After two readings of the law the Council of Representatives has postponed further discussion and the subsequent vote on the draft until after the summer recess. The IECI caretaker mandate which expired on 10 August 2006, has been extended for a period of 2 months.   


The UN Electoral Assistance Team has been closely monitoring the press reports about the IECI.  The Chief Electoral Officer, his Deputy, the Head’s of the Finance, Public Outreach and Public Information Departments are currently detained while investigations are taking place into alleged financial impropriety. The Board of Commissioners has written to the Public Integrity Commission asking that they be released pending trial. The case concerns a media company. The events occurred in late 2004, early 2005 and did not invole international donors funds. 


UNAMI continues assisting the IECI staff in the preparations for upcoming electoral events. The first draft of an Operational Procedures Manual has been completed and is undergoing translation. Follow up has begun with review of the draft’s contents and detail. This process will continue until the electoral law has been passed and appropriate regulations drafted. An Operational State of Readiness assessment was completed. The assessment concentrated on the five areas within the IECI and on the performance of the key managers and positions in those areas. The assessment identified areas of the IECI that UNAMI (in partnership with the International Electoral Assistance Team) has investigated after the December 2005 elections and pinpointed risks to the IECI meeting its future operational objectives. 


In preparation for the Governorate elections, the proposals for destruction and removal of the IECI election materials has been completed. UNAMI has been advising the IECI in Voter Register formats.  A Voter Register Committee was formed to survey the possibilities for a voters list in the future elections. The Ministry of Trade, which controls food distribution, is in possession of the Food Distribution List, which is the most robust and accurate list, but may not be the best solution. The Voter Register Committee engaged in discussions with the Ministry of Interior regarding the possibility of using the Civil Registry. 


UNAMI has been assisting the IECI in conducting its own management capacity building courses on topics such as teamwork skills; “How to be an effective Manager” is the title of the course series which is geared towards the Governorate Electoral Offices.








UNAMI continues to receive reports regarding looting of health facilities, this time in Baghdad.  The matter is being investigated with a view to obtaining confirmation, and any follow-up indicated will be taken by UNAMI. The WHO visiting mission completed its activities in Baghdad and returned to Amman on 23 July.  In the meantime, the displacement situation continued to worsen with close to 200,000 Iraqis displaced including some 50,000 who sought sanctuary in Dahuk, Sulaymaniya and Erbil.


*****


Brief from Public Information Office (PIO)


Following the joint Iraq-UN statement on the International Compact for Iraq (ICI) on 27 July 2006, PIO has compiled and circulated a special media report on Iraqi, regional and international news coverage of ICI and reactions to it. The sixth issue of Focus News Bulletin in Arabic was distributed to members of Iraqi Cabinet, Speaker of the Parliament and his deputies and other stakeholders, including the diplomatic corps in Baghdad. PIO has completed arrangements for the press briefing on the last seminar of Iraqi multiparty dialogues on matters related to the Iraqi Constitution, to be held next week.


A week earlier, the English edition of the UNAMI Focus News Bulletin has been distributed, with copies having been forwarded to the Offices of the SG and DSG, along with additional copies to key UN officials at the United Nations HQ. Press releases included a release on the publication of the latest UNAMI Human Rights Report on Iraq (18 July); a press release in which the Mission urged all Iraqis to stop the scourge of violence (19 July); and a press release on the two-day meeting organized with the co-sponsorship of UNAMI HRO on Transitional Justice in Iraq (22 July). On the same day, the Office also sent a draft statement to the SG's Office on the continuing cycle of violence in Iraq.


On 22 July, 2006, PIO invited all international, regional and Iraqi media representatives to cover the opening and closing sessions of the UNAMI-led meeting on Transitional Justice, which took place at the Al-Rasheed Hotel in Baghdad. PIO arranged five Satellite channel interviews for DSRSG Michael von der Schulenburg, following the opening session of the meeting, as well as a television interview with DSRSG Jean-Marie Fakhouri following the closing session. Some 17 international, regional and Iraqi media organizations attended the event, which received a wide coverage.








The second meeting of the Thematic Working Group on Human Rights within the UN Country Team took place on 25 July under the chairmanship of the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General, Mr. Jean-Marie Fakhouri.  The meeting facilitated the sharing of information on human rights and rule of law issues and identified priorities and projects to be programmed by the UN Country Team. 


UNAMI HRO actively participated in a number of trainings and meetings organized by various UN agencies, as well as international and Iraqi governmental and nongovernmental institutions. 


*****


Relief, Reconstruction & Development Activities


Soon after his return from Baghdad in early August, DSRSG Fakhouri chaired a Heads of Agencies meeting to bring the UN Country Team (UNCT) up to date on the International Compact with Iraq (IC) and to discuss such critical issues as the development of a UNCT priority action plan and the review of IRFFI mechanisms.  The aim is to streamline the UNCT’s project review and approval processes and to better align UN activities with the emerging priorities of the Compact.  This was followed by a working group discussion on 6 August, aimed at defining the process for finalizing the priority action plan, which will also support the UNCT’s resource mobilization efforts with donors. 


Developments in Lebanon and the region necessitated a postponement of the first meeting of the ICI preparatory group which was to take place in Baghdad on 20 July. Nevertheless, work continued apace, focusing on development of documentation, and to ensure that logistics and other planning processes are kept on track. DSRSG Fakhouri, in the absence of the SRSG, continued to guide the process and to oversee the establishment of a Compact Support Office in Baghdad, to be primarily staffed by UNDP and based within the UNAMI compound. Several UNDP staff have already deployed to Baghdad to assume their functions in line with the UN's co-chairmanship of the Compact process. A joint Iraqi Government/UN statement on the ICI  was released on 27 July.


In addition to ICI-related meetings, DSRSG Fakhouri met with the new representative of the Finnish Presidency of the EC, Ambassador Ilkka Uusitalo, to discuss the EC’s ongoing and planned support to the UN through IRFFI. 














�


Press briefing on the last Seminar of Iraqi Multiparty Dialogues on matters related to the Constitution - 16 August 2006
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Press release on launching the 5 th bi-monthly report on the Human Rights situation in Iraq - 18 July, 2006.








The UN Team, working with the Deputy Head of Administration, has developed a staffing chart to assess election readiness and to identify recruitment times. The staffing chart identifies key management positions in addition to required support staff. Funding for a variety of training courses is currently going through the approval process.


*****


Human Rights News





Despite the increased security measures and the state of emergency in Baghdad, violence continues in almost all parts of Iraq, except the three northern governorates.  The Baghdad morgue reported receiving almost 1,500 bodies in the course of the month of July.  According to the Ministry of Displacement and Migration, over 200,000 people have been displaced since the attack on the Al Askary Shrine in Samarra in February 2006. 


Civilians are daily targeted in drive-by shootings, indiscriminate attacks on markets, recruitment centers or other areas of large gatherings, including playgrounds.  


Large numbers of civilians, including women and children, are reported as noncombatant casualties in armed clashes between the police and the militias and insurgents.  Terrorist acts against civilians foment sectarian violence by targeting members of the Arab Shi’a and Sunni communities, including their cultural symbols.  Collusion between criminal gangs, militias and sectarian “hit groups,” alleged death squads, vigilante groups and religious extremists have also been frequently reported in certain parts of Iraq, as well as massive kidnappings, including those of children.  


Execution-style killings continue to take place in the streets of Baghdad and other locations, most notably in Babil, Basra, Falluja, Karbala, Kirkuk, Mosul and Ramadi.  Professional groups, such as journalists, academics, doctors, and members of the Iraqi judiciary continue to be daily targeted.   


On the same day, 23 soldiers and innocent by-standers were reportedly killed when the bus carrying the Iraqi soldiers was attacked in the Salah Ad Din Governorate.  Four Iraqi journalists have been killed since the end of July.   The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) called for an immediate and urgent inquiry by Iraqi authorities into the reported killings and the intervention by the United Nations and other members of the international community to ensure protection for journalists in Iraq.   








The SRSG met with Iraq’s President Talabani on the occasion of presenting DSRSG Jean-Marie Fakhouri’s credentials. 


In the context of following regional developments with a bearing on peace and stability for Iraq, the SRSG participated in the 9th  meeting of Foreign Ministers from neighbouring states of Iraq in Tehran from 8 to 9 July 2006, at the invitation of the Government of Iran.


*****





Political Update 





The success of the revised Baghdad Security Plan, which started in early August 2006, is widely regarded as critical to the success of Prime Minister Maliki’s government.  The plan was introduced as a phased stabilization plan to remove weapons, improve local services and boost local employment prospects and follows the first phase of the Baghdad Security Plan, which was launched on 14 June 2006 and involved the deployment of a reported 57,000 Multinational and Iraqi Security Forces.  


In mid-August 2006, a draft law was presented in the Kurdistan Regional Parliament which gives the Kurdistan Regional Government the right to control petroleum operations in its territory and in the disputed governorate of Kirkuk.  Representatives from Iraq’s 18 governorates also met in Suleimaniyah to consider a law regulating the powers of governorates.  
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UNGU Choir singing - 07 August 2006








Photos from UNAMI Activities 





A fatwa by the Sunni Grand Mufti al-Dabban, issued on 11 July 2006, condemning abductions and killing of civilians by any group on the pretext of implementing religious rulings. Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani  also issued a fatwa on 23 July, calling on religious leaders to mobilize their followers to quench the fire of sectarian conflict. He described their efforts as “no less important” than those of the political leaders whose performance was “still far below expectations.”


*****


Constitutional Support Newsflash 


The Office of Constitutional Support (OCS) held the last seminar of Iraqi multiparty dialogue in Istanbul, Turkey, from 25 to 28 July. The seminar addressed checks and balances, independent institutions, civil service, civil/military relations/militias, de-Baathification and transitional justice. The dialogue was attended by 36 Iraqis, including representatives of the President and Prime Minister, parliament members, academics, technocrats and civil society representatives. The dialogue was concluded with a press statement and meeting with the Turkish media.


As a direct output of the multiparty meetings, and at the request of participants, OCS will convene as a matter of priority a small representative group of Iraqi who attended the meetings to enable them to synthesize a submission for presentation to the constitutional review committee and as a basis for discussion with civil society groups more widely.


OCS has continued to engage key Iraqi political actors, including leading members of the Council of Representatives, to discuss the formation of parliamentary committees, the Constitutional Review Committee and possible modalities of UN assistance. OCS has also continued to work on producing publications on the issues from previous multiparty dialogues already held (human rights, judiciary, federalism, fiscal federalism, natural resources).


*****


Electoral Update 


On 2 July, Council of Representatives Speaker Mahmoud Mashhadani requested UNAMI’s assistance in the completion of the legal framework for the establishment of the Independent High Electoral Commission. Following the adoption of the rules of procedure and the formation of the Legal Committee, the Council of Representatives met to discuss the draft law for the establishment of the new Independent High Electoral Commission.  Two drafts were considered, one which emphasized the role of the Board of Commissioners and the other which leaned towards the Electoral Administration.





On 10 and 11 August 2006, Shiite Fadila party sympathizers attacked PUK and KDP offices in Baghdad, Kirkuk, Nassiriyah, Kut and Basrah, following criticisms made in a PUK newspaper against its religious mentor Sheik Mohammed Yacoubi.  Subsequently both PUK and Fadila issued statements stating that the Kurdish-UIA alliance remained intact.  


Basrah’s governorate council suspended cooperation with the tripartite security commission imposed by Prime Minister Maliki to improve security in Basrah, claiming that the move was unconstitutional.  On a visit to Iran’s Khuzestan province, the Basrah governor was reported by Iranian news agency to have signed a security agreement with Iranian officials.  On 13 August 2006, Iraqi and Iranian oil ministers signed an MOU providing for the export of Iraqi crude oil in exchange for liquefied gas and kerosene. 


On 4 August, some 400,000 Iraqis marched through Baghdad’s Sadr City, supporting Hezbollah and expressing solidarity with Lebanon and anger at the United States and Israel. Similar demonstrations were reported in Basra, Najaf, Nasiriya and other areas of Southern Iraq. The demonstrations also made demands for a federal region in the South, improvements in public services, and the creation of jobs.  
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PIO organized two televised interviews with the UNAMI Chief of the Human Rights Office and his Deputy, one with NBC and the other with Reuters TV. 


On 26 July, PIO issued a press release on the continuation of UNAMI's series of Iraqi multiparty dialogue seminars, as the OCS-organized seminar on accountability in government and good governance was held in Istanbul from 26 - 28 July. On 27 July, PIO issued a UN-Iraq joint statement on the formal launch of the ICI.


*****


Fiji Guard Activities 


UNGU had a successful period, both in its principal security responsibilities in Diwan as well as in other important unit functions. During performing its security duties and regular tasks, the unit has also hosted a number of visits and farewell events. It has maintained its close and friendly contacts within the International Zone multi-national community. 


The DSRSG, Mr Michael Schulenberg, briefly called on the UNGU Contingent Commander on 03 August, before he was invited to a traditional Fijian evening with the unit soldiers. The guard unit also welcomed and hosted the Chief of the Iraqi Desk at the DSS, Mr Richard Manlove to a traditional welcome during his visit to UNAMI Diwan on 14 August 2006.


Operational readiness training and military skills assessments were simultaneously conducted in mid-July 2006 in a re-training cycle that examined the individual skills, reaction drills, security operation procedures and concluded in a range classification shoot. The objective of the cycle is to keep soldiers on top of their training and up to date with their basic military requirements and in particular as they are moving into the second half of their UNAMI deployment.


UNGU has continued its Outreach Programme during this period, engaging its choir in the monthly prayer meetings. 


*****
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