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Iraqi Voices from the IHEC: 
most call it a national and an 
ethical duty 

By Randa Jamal 
A three-story concrete building houses the headquar-
ters of the Independent High Election Commission 
(IHEC) for Iraq, where the bulk of the preparation 
occurred for the parliamentary election, held on 7 

Iraqi Staff at the IHEC Tally Center (UN Photo) 

 Qadisiyah Province (11 seats) 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 316 Iraqi National Alliance 5 

 337 State of Law 4 

 333 Al-Iraqiya 2 

 Salah Al-Din Province (12 seats) 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

333 Al-Iraqiya 8 

338 Iraqi Al-Tawafuk 2 

348 Iraqi Unity Alliance 2 

Sulaymaniyah Province (17 seats) 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 372 Kurdistani Alliance 8 

 329 Goran 6 

 315 Kurdistani Islamic Union 2 

 352 Kurdistani Islamic Group/Iraq 1 

Thi Qar Province (18 seats) 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 316 Iraqi National Alliance 9 

 337 State of Law 8 

 333 Al-Iraqiya 1 

 Wassit Province (11 seats) 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 337 State of Law 5 

 316 Iraqi National Alliance 4 

 333 Al-Iraqiya 2 

 National Compensatory Seats (7 seats): 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 316 Iraqi National Alliance 2 

 333 Al-Iraqiya 2 

 337 State of Law 2 

 372 Kurdistani Alliance 1 

 Total Seats for Council of Representatives: 

Political Entity/Coalition Seats 

 333 Al-Iraqiya 91 

 337 State of Law 89 

 316 Iraqi National Alliance 70 

 372 Kurdistani Alliance 43 

 329 Goran 8 

338 Iraqi Al-Tawafuk 6 

315 Kurdistani Islamic Union 4 

348 Iraqi Unity Alliance 4 

389 Al-Rafidain 3 

352 Kurdistani Islamic Group/
Iraq 2 

390 The Assyrian, Chaldean 
and Syriac Popular Council 2 

377 The Yazidi Movement for 
Reform and Progress 1 

381 Khalid Ameen Roumi 
(Sabean Component Sear) 1 

386 
Eng. Mohammad Jamshed 
Abdallah Al Shabaki 
(Shabak Component Seat) 

1 
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March 2010. Its units include Operations; Public 
Outreach (al Itisal Al Jamahiri), which produces all 
the material by soliciting updates from other sections; 
Political Entities, which ensures that all candidates 
for the parliamentary election are properly registered 
and certified—a considerable task given that more 
than 6,000 candidates and more than 500 political 
groups were registered; the translation unit, which 
ensures that all voting and educational materials are 
translated into several languages in addition to other 
units that provide administrative support. 

There is a significant number of Iraqis working in 
IHEC who take pride in their jobs and what they 
hope to achieve for their country. For instance, since 
2009, 38-year-old Mhamad Jassim has been head of 
the Database unit in Operations Department. He be-
gan at IHEC as a programmer in 2005 then headed 
the database division in 2007-2008. He describes 
how dangerous it was, in the beginning, for him and 
other colleagues to work in the Green Zone. “In the 
past, if we were working late, we would need to stay 
and sleep in the IHEC since the security situation was 
difficult”, he said. “Now”, he explains, “the situation 
is much better”. 

Not only is security improved, but also the climate 
within IHEC. “Now we discuss things and problems 
that emerge, we have our opinions as Iraqis working 
for IHEC as we have developed our capacities. In 
2005, when we first started, we agreed to whatever 
we were told by international experts.” This is no 
longer the case, he says as IHEC employees have 5 
years of experience to draw on as they interface with 
international organizations. In a nutshell, he summa-
rizes, “we like our work.” 

Other IHEC employees, like 31-year-old Mais Ali, 
see their work as a national duty. A graduate of the 

University of Technology in Baghdad, Mais gave up 
teaching programming to join the ranks of Iraqis who 
work for IHEC. Now the head of the programming 
division (part of the database section), Mais feels she 
is part of a system that treats citizens equally and 
encourages them to express their choices about their 
future. Mais emphasises that her work for IHEC 
serves a collective good, whereas her work as a 
teacher benefitted only a few of a certain class. 

There are certainly technical problems to resolve. For 
this recent election, Mais ran programming and soft-
ware tests with one programming expert but ran into 
difficulties. Mais hopes to have a larger number of 
experts to test the programming and software for 
technical glitches. For the next election, she also as-
pires to broaden her training and further build her 
programming capacities. Describing her feelings on 
Election Day, she said, “I was happy as if I was on a 
holiday, I went to the voting center wearing my best 
clothing”. 

All the way from the Diyala Province, 23-year-old 
Jamal Kathim describes his work as a data entry clerk 
at IHEC as a rewarding experience. He says, 
“Although the work is simple, it gives a great feeling 
that there are elections, people can vote and express 
their opinion”. However, he did experience data entry 
fatigue, which was not easy: “My eyesight started 
hurting after looking at the screen for six consecutive 
hours, entering data and ensuring that every number 
is right”. Nonetheless, he stresses the importance of 
his work, since it is the Iraqi people’s choices and 
votes he is entering. Like other IHEC employees, 
Jamal has hopes for a booming economy and security 
for all. A biologist by training, Jamal sees himself in 
20 years serving Iraq by heading a laboratory. 

Other data entry clerks, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity, expressed pride that they had been 
entrusted to enter people’s votes regardless of who 
they voted for. They emphasized the importance of 
transparency, the absence of corruption, military in-
terventions or violence in the voting process, which 
they believed is the best approach to express opinion 
and create change. These employees agreed the situa-
tion in Iraq had improved, and like Mhamad, Maid 
and Jamal, are proud to serve their country and to 
vote in a process that will allow them to choose and 
to express their opinion through a ballot. 

Note: Some names have been changed. 

 

 
A wide shot of IHEC Iraqi Staff during working hours (UN Photo) 



9  

 

UNDP supports Iraqis in 
electing their future gov-
ernment  

By Areej Al-Musttaf, UNDP-Iraq 
Baghdad -- On March 7, Iraqis voted for 325 mem-
bers of the Council of Representatives (CoR), the 
nation’s parliament, from 18 governorates, the third 
CoR election conducted since 2003. 
In preparation for the elections, UNDP provided sup-
port to the Independent High Election Commission 
(IHEC)  for the Out of Country Voting (OCV) pro-
gramme. The out-of-country voting took place in 16 
countries - Syria, Jordan, UK, Sweden, Germany, 
UAE, Australia, Lebanon, Iran, USA, Austria, Can-
ada, Egypt, Netherlands, Denmark and Turkey.  Iraqi 
High Electoral Commission (IHEC) Country Office 
Managers and UN technical advisors were deployed 
to support the preparation and implementation of the 
operation. The OCV voters received the same treat-
ment as in-country voters, with votes counted against 
the governorate from which a voter originates. 
Under the umbrella of the United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) Elections Assistance 
Team, UNDP has provided specialized technical as-
sistance for the 2010 elections, including assistance 
to IHEC for drafting the operation plans and proce-
dures for polling and counting which comprises 
measures to prevent, detect and address irregulari-
ties.   
In addition, UNDP, together with UNOPS, has cre-
ated a post-elections, long term programme to con-
tinue building the institutional capacity of IHEC de-
veloping the managerial skills, organisational know-
how and strategic planning abilities. This will enable 
IHEC to become a leading independent institution 
with the appropriate institutional policies, personal, 

and knowledge base, fulfilling the aspirations of the 
people of Iraq to live in a democratic society.    
The January 2009 Provincial Council elections 
marked a turning point in Iraq’s  democratic process, 
notable for the broad participation of political groups, 
as well as the remarkable level of citizen security 
experienced immediately before, during and after the 
polling.   
The 2005 elections were conducted by the IHEC with 
substantial assistance from the international commu-
nity. For these votes, UNDP, as part of the UNAMI–
led International Electoral Assistance Team (IEAT), 
assisted Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commis-
sion through a range of projects, including the provi-
sion of technical assistance and support for fair, safe 
and professional media coverage.  
The 2009 elections were noted for the innovative 
public outreach campaigns launched by IHEC using 
new media tools, such as the IHEC website, blogs, 
SMS, and YouTube, as well as traditional radio, TV 
and print media. International assistance has been 
scaled back as the IHEC has continued to develop its 
own capacities, and the March 2010 Election was a 
milestone for IHEC, as it demonstrated its capacities 
as an independent, specialized elections institution. 
Although the IHEC’s capacity and self sustainability 
has significantly increased, the IEAT still has an im-
portant role in assisting the electoral administration 
to ensure that the international electoral standards are 
met .  
The March 7, 2010, election represents the next ma-
jor step in the political course of Iraq’s nascent de-
mocracy.  The electoral process has registered suc-
cess in the operational readiness of IHEC. The final 
story will be defined by increased participation of all 
constituencies, the ability of IHEC to resolve dis-
putes fairly and professionally, and the enhanced 
credibility that the Iraqi people have developed in 
elections as a democratic tool for them to elect their 
own representatives for the next four years.  
 

Facts and figures about the 
elections 
 

• Iraq is divided into 18 electoral constituencies 
based on governorates. Each governorate repre-
sents one electoral constituency. 

• The Council of Representatives will be com-
posed of 325 seats, up from the 275 seats in the 
2005 Election. Over 6,000 candidates were 
nominated by 86 political entities. All candidates 
went through an obligatory vetting process with 
reference to their educational background, af-
filiation with the outlawed Ba’ath party, or 

(Photo credit: Aswat al-Iraq news agency, Location: Erbil) 
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criminal convictions. 

• Approximately 18.9 million voters have regis-
tered to vote. The IHEC established around 
10,000 polling centers throughout Iraq. Each 
center consists of one or more polling stations, 
totaling over 50,000. Each polling station is ex-
pected to serve up to 420 voters. 

• To increase the participation of eligible voters, 
special polling centres were identified to accom-
modate Internally Displaced People (IDPs) who 
registered with the IHEC to vote for the gover-
norate from which they have been displaced. 

• In support of the Out of Country Voting pro-
gramme that took place in 16 countries, IHEC 
Country Office Managers who were deployed to 
these countries supported the preparation and the 
implementation of this operation. 

• A Voter Registration Update was conducted in 
August and September 2009 to give voters the 
opportunity to check/correct details on the Voter 
List. More than 574,000 voters requested ser-
vices and over 935,000 visited voter registration 
centers for these purposes. 

• An estimated 300,000 political agents and na-
tional observers participated in the election. 

 

Interview with Mr. Craig Jen-
ness, Director of the Electoral 
Assistance Division, Depart-
ment of Political Affairs 
 
Interview conducted by UNAMI Public Information 
Office 
 
UNAMI Focus: Can you provide us with a synopsis 
on your function and role in the most recent Iraqi 
election? 

Craig Jenness: I am the Director of the United Na-
tions Election Assistance Division in New York. As 
such, I have overall responsibility to make sure the 
UN system delivers high quality and impartial elec-
toral advice and assistance to member states that ask 
the UN for assistance.  The UN currently assists elec-
tion authorities in more than 50 countries to organize 
transparent and credible elections.   We – through the 
UNAMI mandate and mission - have been supporting 
our Iraqi friends and colleagues since 2003.  I have a 
special connection to Iraq and UNAMI, as I had the 
honor to serve here in 2005 as the UN Chief Elec-
toral Advisor, and member of the Election Commis-
sion.    

UNAMI Focus: In your opinion, how do you assess 
the recent parliamentary election, held on 7 March 
2010? 

Craig Jenness: This is the sixth electoral event the 
UN has supported in Iraq; and they get better each 
time.  It is gratifying to see how far the election com-
mission has come.  Their processes, including the 
numerous checks and balances to ensure accuracy, 
transparency and to deter fraud are extensive and in 
line with global best practices.  Comparing to 2005, 
the process was conducted in far greater security, the 
campaign was more open and competitive, and voters 
were given a broader range of political philosophies 
from which to choose.  The high participation - de-
spite attempts to scare voters – was very impressive, 
and speaks volumes about the courage of Iraqis and 
their embrace of democracy.   

UNAMI Focus: If Iraq is to hold an election in the 
near future, what needs to be conducted differently? 

Craig Jenness: Of course no election is perfect, and 
there is still room for progress. Some improvements 
may be technical - I believe for example the IHEC 
will look at ways to speed up the results tabulation 
process.  Another example is to do more to ensure an 
increased participation for women.   

UNAMI Focus: Can you describe the relationship 
between the IEAT and IHEC, what are the strengths 
and weaknesses in your opinion?   

Craig Jenness: The relationship is pretty simple.  
The IHEC and its staff are the deciders and the do-
ers.  The UN are advisers.  These are Iraqi elections – 
not UN elections.  We and IHEC have a common 
goal of course – to put in place electoral process and 
systems that meet international best practices.   We 

Craig Jenness, Director of the Electoral Assistance Division 
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share the same objectives, most times we agree on 
what should be done.  But the IHEC does not always 
follow our advice.   
Do we mind that they don’t always follow our ad-
vice?  Not at all, it shows their independence.  And, 
as the UN General Assembly has said many times - 
“there is no single model of democracy”.  Some 
countries use electronic voting machines, most use 
paper ballots.  Most countries count ballots at the 
polling stations; a few count in central locations. 
There are many valid ways of doing things - so long 
as the process is fair and transparent, with the rule of 
law and basic rights respected.    
I am very proud of the UN electoral team. It is small 
group – only about a dozen – but they manage to do a 
lot because of their expertise, hard work, and com-
mitment.  They have excellent support from UNAMI 
and the SRSG.  And the team leader – Ms. Mitchell – 
is one of the best in the world.   
I cannot fail to mention here a word of praise and 
gratitude to others – especially the excellent team of 
election experts from International Foundation for 
Election Systems – who have been our partners since 
2003 in supporting the election commission.  
It has been an honor to work with so many talented 
and capable Iraqi colleagues.  Some are already shar-
ing their experiences as UN experts in other coun-
tries, and I hope more will share their experience in 
the region and around the world.   
UNAMI Focus: There are outcries regarding fraud, 
are there technical measures that you would intro-
duce to curtail and/or combat such allegations?  
Craig Jenness: The process has been very transpar-
ent as compared to other elections around the world.  
I believe, on average, there at least 5 Iraqi agents and 
observers in each polling station.   They watched the 
voting and the count afterwards.  If there were major 
problems, these would have been seen.   Less than 1 
per cent of polling stations were the subject of a com-
plaint on polling day.  That means 99% of polling 
stations did not have a problem that resulted in a 
complaint.  I know there were concerns about the 
tally process.  Although the process was slower than 
originally planned – due partially to IHEC adding 
new checks at the last minute – our advisers were 
confident the tally was accurate.   But even that can 
be checked – tallied results are available per station, 
and can be easily checked against the numbers re-
corded by agents and observers who watched the 
count at the polling stations. 
Personally, I do not feel the IHEC could have done 
much more.  But there is always room for lessons to 
be learned and improvements to be made.   
For those who suspect fraud, they could use the exist-

ing legal and constitutional processes to resolve their 
concerns.  It is right for anyone that questions the 
process to have their concern looked at seriously and 
fairly.  The IHEC looked at all complaints seriously.  
Most were dismissed as incorrect or lacking in evi-
dence.  Some concerns were legitimate – IHEC even-
tually excluded results from about 300 stations. In 
Iraq, ultimately the Supreme Court will certify the 
results. 
UNAMI Focus: Is there a message you would like to 
send to Iraqis, in general? 

Craig Jenness: I would have only two things to offer  
First, I am grateful to so many Iraqis– both with and 
outside the election commission - for the warmth and 
openness we have been shown.  The Iraqi reputation 
for being gracious hosts is well deserved.     
Second, I believe Iraqis should be very proud of their 
elections.   So many Iraqis I spoke to said they were 
voting not just for themselves, but for a peaceful and 
prosperous future for their children.  I encourage 
Iraqis to hold those elected – whether in government 
or the very important role of opposition - accountable 
to this vision.  If they don’t, let them know in 4 years 
at the ballot box. 
 

SRSG Ad Melkert  
Addresses the Security 
Council Ahead of the Iraqi 
Parliamentary Election 
Slated 7 March 2010 

 
By Randa Jamal 

Since his initial message in 2009 as Special Repre-
sentative of the United Nations Secretary-General, 

SRSG Melkert Addressing the Security Council on 16 February 
2010 (UN Photo) 
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Ad Melkert has consistently emphasized the need to 
recognize and respect Iraqi leadership in shaping the 
country’s future. In his address to the Security Coun-
cil on 16 February, 2010, he said, “The determination 
of the Iraqi people to resist the return to the perils of 
the past is real and strong—stronger than the heinous 
forces behind the attacks”.   

Briefing the Security Council on UNAMI’s activities, 
he highlighted the support the UN provides to the 
Independent High Electoral Commission for Iraq, in 
preparation for Election Day slated for 7 March. The 
bulk of his address described the preparations for the 
electoral process: infrastructure to support approxi-
mately 18.9 million Iraqis voting at 50,000 polling 
stations; out of country voting established in 16 
countries where large Iraqi communities reside; train-
ings for more than 29,000 domestic election observ-
ers to safeguard the credibility of the election proc-
ess. In addition, UNAMI provided teams of poll 
watchers throughout the country to boost voter confi-
dence and building measures. 

With several hurdles, such as De-Ba’athification, 
Melkert noted that the decision on banned candidates 
should be assessed within the context of the electoral 
process as a whole, and said, “what eventually would 
matter most is the acceptance by the Iraqi people of 
the election result”. Whilst the publication and ratifi-
cation of the final results could take considerable 
time, Melkert assured the Security Council that the 
UN will continue to “advise and remind all stake-
holders to respect fundamental standards and to strive 
for consensus building”.  

As per its role in Iraq, UNAMI will advise the newly 
appointed government on electoral legislation and 
parliamentary procedures. In cooperation with the 
World Bank, UNAMI will also support the new gov-
ernment on the implementation of its budgetary pol-
icy and of the National Development Plan. Melkert 
stressed that Iraq’s economic development needs 
fewer projects and further strategic advice, and 
would benefit from being connected to global stan-
dards of governance. He also emphasized that the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to address 
social deficits continue to be a priority in both moral 
and economic terms. 

In highlighting good governance, the SRSG wel-
comed initiatives by the Kurdistan Region’s Prime 
Minister, Barham Saleh, aimed at combating corrup-
tion, clarifying roles between the federal and regional 
governments, and promoting transparency of con-
tracts. Such initiative is essential to the transition Iraq 
is undergoing.  

The United Nations, as the SRSG noted, is expanding 
its role, moving from primarily humanitarian issues 
into more development and policy advice. Integra-

tion will be the premise for the UN’s modus operandi 
in Iraq around four key areas that require specialized 
knowledge: post election activities (including census 
and civil registration); broader engagement in the 
disputed areas in terms of economic and social de-
velopment; reform of the public distribution system 
and developing social safety nets; and water resource 
management and other trans-border cooperation is-
sues. 

As things are rapidly changing and a new govern-
ment will shortly be formed, the SRSG emphasized 
the Security Council’s crucial role in continuing its 
engagement. Increasing the UN’s footprints in Iraq 
will require close cooperation with the UN Head-
quarters. 

This was Melkert’s third briefing to the Security 
Council since he assumed the position of the Special 
Representative of the United Nations Secretary-
General for Iraq.  

 
Statement by the Special  
Representative of the UN  
Secretary General for Iraq, Ad 
Melkert 
 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE ELECTION RESULTS, Baghdad, 26 March 
2010 

Tonight we celebrate an historic achievement by the 
people of Iraq.  

As the count for the national elections held between 4th 
and 7th March has been completed by IHEC there is 
now a solid basis for ratification by the Supreme Court. 

In all stages the United Nations Assistance Mission for 
Iraq has provided support and advice on an impartial 
basis. 

It is the UN’s considered opinion that these elections 
have been credible and we congratulate the people of 
Iraq with this success. 

IHEC’s role has been challenging and challenged. They 
have undertaken their task with dedication. These elec-
tions have been truly and unprecedented Iraq’s own 
elections. No election in the world is perfect. There 
were imperfections and at some places serious issues. 
We condemn acts of intimidation that have occurred in 
the course of the process.  

Overall we are confident that the system of counting 
contained the necessary checks and balances to ensure 
that the result is representative for the will of the voters. 
All results of almost 50,000 voting stations have been 
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checked at least 8 times. On the basis of specific com-
plaints submitted by different entities specific audits 
have been held on places with indications of irregulari-
ties. Ballot boxes that could not stand the test have not 
been included in the count. We have not found evidence 
of systematic failure or fraud of widespread nature. 

The conclusion therefore is that the overall electoral 
process, including the adoption of the election law, the 
campaign, polling day and count has met reasonable 
demands and standards, with errors and doubts remain-
ing within normal margins. 

The UN calls on all candidates and entities to accept the 
result and to assume responsibility to lead Iraq to the 
next stage of democracy, stability and prosperity for all. 
Whether winning or losing, participation in the elections 
has been a collective victory.  

The UN is proud that with our team of extremely dedi-
cated and professional women and men we have been 
able to assist in this crucial stage towards further recov-
ery from decades of misfortune. We look forward to 
continue serving the Government and the people of Iraq 
at their request.    
 

Quotes from the people of Iraq 
on the Parliamentary Election 
of 7 March 2010 

 
• "I will not return to Iraq. I can't return. I was sub-

jected to persecution and threats. I still feel threat-
ened, even if the candidate I voted for wins, they can't 
prevent assaults against me." Refugee Zeinab voted 
from exile in Egypt, 15 Mar 2010, UNHCR. 

• "The process of counting and sorting ballots is going 
well, with the presence of observers from political 
parties and under international supervision." Hamdiya 
al-Husseini, a top IHEC official, 12 Mar 2010, 
Reuters. 

• “There are no services and no jobs. We live in pov-
erty. What are they waiting for? To see us beg to stay 
alive? If there is no change, blood will reach the knee. 
Killings and violence will return to this province." 
Kamel Farhan, 66 from Anbar, 09 Mar 2010, Reuters. 

• “I am more knowledgeable about elections and the 
meaning of expressing a choice.  I expect the upcom-
ing government to provide the people with security, 
stability and job opportunities.”  Qais Zaboun, cur-
rently living in Chikuk Camp, 31 March 2010, 
UNHCR. 

• "We are expecting to win a large number of seats that 
the Kurds will get in the Iraqi parliament.  I do not 
think this election is fair and transparent because the 
security forces catered to the two large Kurdish par-
ties.” Goran leader Noshirwan Mustafa, 07 Mar 2010, 
Reuters. 

• "They blamed us because we didn’t vote last time. 
This time, I came with my wife to vote although I am 
not enthusiastic. We know there will be no change." 
Mohammed Abode, 37 who casted his vote at a cen-
tre in Ramadi, 07 Mar 2010, Reuters. 

• “I appeal to the political blocs that won seats in the 
new parliament to be flexible and accelerate the for-
mation of a new government.” Iraqi Parliament 
Speaker, Iyad al-Samarraie, March 27, 2010, Aswat 
al-Iraq. 

• “The IRAQIYA Slate won on the 7th March election 
and is constitutionally qualified to form the next gov-
ernment. Hopes are for the other winning entities to 
respect the Iraqi voter choice and everyone got to be 
modest in lowering the level of demands in the ser-
vice of the county and its citizens.” Vice President 
Tariq al-Hashimi, 28/03/2010, NINA. 

• "Although holding elections under the shadow of 
occupation does not have legitimacy, I ask the Iraqi 
people to take part in the election as a political resis-
tance move so that the ground is prepared for occupi-
ers to leave Iraq." Shi'ite Cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, 07 
Mar 2010, Iran's Official IRNA News Agency. 

• "I hope this time we get a strong government capa-
ble of maintaining security and stability and to help 
all displaced people go back to their homes." Saif 
Abdul-Qadir Naji, 38 and is an Internally Dis-
placed Person, 07 Mar 2010, IRIN. 

The Quotes were solicited from various media 
sources by Mr. Ali Abdul-Jalil, Public Information 
Office. 
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Photo Gallery: Parliamentary Election Day, 7 March 2010  

Iraqi Parliamentary Elections - Kirkuk, 7 March 2010 (UN 
Photo/ Waseem Wastin) 

Iraqi Parliamentary Elections - Kirkuk, 7 March 2010 (UN 
Photo/ Waseem Wastin) 

Day of Iraqi parliamentary elections. Polling station (UN Photo/ 
Rick Bajornas) 

Day of Iraqi parliamentary elections. Election official checking 
voter registration. (UN Photo/ Rick Bajornas) 

Day of Iraqi parliamentary elections. UNAMI SRSG Ad Melkert 
inspects ballot box. (UN Photo/ Rick Bajornas) 

Day of Iraqi parliamentary elections. Voters' index fingers are 
marked in ink. (UN Photo/ Rick Bajornas) 

Day of Iraqi parliamentary elections. (UN Photo/ Rick Bajornas) 

Kurdish old woman in wheel chair inking her finger during her 
voting process. (UN Photo/ Zaid Fahmi) 
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You Tube: the Iraqi Parliamen-
tary Election held on 7 March 
2010 
 
The Iraqi Parliamentary Election, held on 7 March 
2010: UNAMI poll watchers and international media 
visit several polling centers throughout Iraq: 
URL:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-
1VrdHCqPg 
 
The Independent High Commission for Iraq is work-
ing hard for a free and fair election. With the support 
of the United Nations, IHEC is determined to make 
March 7th a success for all Iraqis: 
URL:  h t tp : / /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WBmzROapXeQ 
 
On 19 January 2010, and starting with the Baghdad 
governorate, the Independent High Electoral Com-
mission (IHEC) for Iraq started conducting, in Dubai 
of the UAE, the process of printing the ballot for the 
Iraqi National Election, scheduled for 7 March 2010. 
This clip details the process of printing from the be-
ginning to the end, including the technical aspects 
involved. A UNAMI graphic design expert was also 
present to assist with quality control and security 
compliance: 
URL:  h t tp : / /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=D3MHgIcK9b0 
 
On 1 March 2010, the Special Representative of the 
United Nations Secretary-General Ad Melkert and 
Chief of Electoral office Sandra Mitchell briefed  the 
international media on the latest updates on the CoR 
Election of 7 March 2010: 
URL:  h t tp : / /www.youtube.com/watch?
v=74WRUqaRIUE 
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