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Message from SRSG Ashrat Qarzi

Dw;r thc past six months, we at the United
Mations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI) in
Baghdad confinucd to conduct our work under
difficult and limiting conditions. The mandate given
by the Security Council authorizing UNAMI to
facilitate Iraq's political transition in conjunction
with the Government of Irag and Mulg-Mational
Forces in Irag (MMFT), was renewed in Augnst
X0y, The prevailing political and  scouwrity
circumstances meant that UNAMI could only camy
out its mission within a highly constricied
environment, It should be stressed however, that
despite these restrictions, UNAMI persevercd in
fulfilling its responsibilities  diligently  and
professionally.

Liftle more than six months ago, lrag witnessed the
formation of s first constiutionally clected
govermment, UNAMI has consistenthy viewed the
formation of Pnme Ministcr Noun Al-Maliki's
Government = an opporiunity for the rags political
leadership to address Irag's main challenges.
Mationally, these challenges include reaching
aprecment on national reconciliation; cnsuning an
cffective constitutional roview; devecloping an
indcpendent  capacity  for  conducting  futurc
clections; building democratic public mstitutions
founded on commitment to good governance and
mdherence o intemational standards of human
rights; and providing adcquatc public scrvices that
meet the basic needs of all Iragis. It was in that
context that the Unied Wations welcomed Prime
Minister's Al-Maliki Mational Reconciliation plan
anncunced last Jung, participated in the July 2004
Cairo mecting for Iragi Mational Reconciliption
under the auspices of the League of Arpb States, and
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has welcomed the Trag National Reconciliation
Conference held in Baghdad on 16-17 December
MG,

At the regional level, Irag has taken imporiant steps
towards improving relations with its neighbors,
mast notably the restoration of diplomatic relations
with Synia and the participation in the Neighboring
Cowuntrics’ Forcign Ministers meeting last July,
These steps are designed to achieve Irag's full re-
integration into the region. At the international level,
the Iragi Govemment inifiated the [nternational
Compact with Irag (IC1) Jointly co-chaired by the
Irpgi Government and the United MNations, the 1CT
will, over the next five years, bring together the
International Community and Multinational
Organizations (o support Irag in achisving its
national vision.

The past six months have also scen a sharp increase
in sectarian, insurgent and criminal vielence which
caunscd the deaths and injury of tens of thousands of
Iragi civilians, imperiled secunity and adversely
affected their ability to live a normal life. Most
alarming, is the level of displacement, both internal
and extemal, which threstens the very social fabne
of lragi society and could have disastrous
ramifications on ifs fiture, As a rosult of this
violence and deteriorating sccunty, the quality of
human rights in Irag continued to suffer

In keeping with the organizalion’s overriding
priontics, at the end of November 2004, it was
decided to tomporarily reduce the number of
international staff i Baghdad i order to facilitaic
the enhancoment of plysical seconty measures at
the [N asccommodations compound. Suech
redeplovment of some of our intcmational stafl to
UHAMIs Amman and Euwwail offices wall i no
way compromisc the quality or volumc of our
ciforts or lmit our ahility to render the services
UMAMI 15 committed o dispense for Irag.
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Political Update
By UNAMI Palitical Office

A deleganon representing UNAMI attended
the Arab League-sponsored meeting of the Irag
Wational  Accord Conference Preparatory
Commitiee, which ook place in Cairo from 25
b 27 July. The meelng was also attended by
the full spectrum of lrag politcal, religious,
and tribal communities, as well as membars of
eivil society. Although participants did not set
a new date for the Conference, they deaided 1o
keep the preparatory phase open-ended In a
concluding  communiqué  the  participanis
agreed to continue their dialogoe, supported
national reconciliation efforts and called for a
curbing of the upsurge in violence.

On 22 July 2006, the Higher Commiites for
Mational Reconciliation held s first mesting,
led by Prme Minister Nours Al-Maliki and the
Minister for MNatonal Dhalogue, Akram Al-
Hakim. The Commiftee is composed of
political, religions and tribal leaders and has
been working throughout August to coordinate
the implementation of the Reconciliation Plan.
The Prime Minisier staied that no one with
Iragi or Coalition blood on their hands could be
represented, whereas Speaker Mohammed Al-
Mashhadan: argued that the commitize should
be apen to all, thus indicating that the scope for
amnesty remaing 1o be established,

In August 2006, Prme Minister Al-Maliki
visited Kuowait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United
Arab Emirates, and Turkey n order 10 gain
sizppoit for the International Compact with Trag
and other government iniliatives. In
Washingion, Mr. Al-Maliki was received by
President George W, Bush.  He addressed a
joint session of the United States Congress,
where he characterized the violence in Irpg as a
strugole between true Islam and terrorism,
which wraps itsell in the cloak of Tslam, In his
speech, Al-Maliki described his National
Reconciliation Plan as “an olive branch”
extended o those who accept the logic of
dialogue and participation
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The Council of Represeatatives (CoR), which
reconvened on 5 September 2006 after the
sumimer recass, fnalized the establishment of
its 24  parliamentary  committees and
considered  several pieces of legislation,
including some kev bills related to the
implementation of the Constiteizon. Through
these commintees, the Council adopted a
number of pieces of legislation, including a law
on the impont and retailing of oil products,
amendments o the crinnal code; amendments
to the general prosecution law of 1979, and a
law on national investment Discussions at the
political and technical levels on a drafl national
hydrocarbon law are ongoing

On 12 September 2006, a  group of
parliamentanans from the Sadnst block of the
Shia coalition, the United Tragq Alliance, and
from Sunm political parties called for a
timetable  for  the withdrawal of  the
multnational force. As poresult, the Defence
Committee of the CoR held discussions on the
status of the multinational force. On 23
September 2006, the CoR established the CRC,
which 15 composed of 27 members n
proportional represenfation o the distribution
of geats in the Council. On 15 November 2004,
fpllowing a prolonged debate over its
chairmanship, the Commuttee held s first
Formal session,

Following a conference of tribal leaders m
August 2006, Prime Mimster Al-Maliki held a
ieeting with a spectrum of civil sociely fgures
and mstifutions on 16 September. The
conference with political leaders, originally
scheduled for October, was postponed several

timaes

Prime Mimister Al-Maliki and members of his
cabinet made  several wisits 0 lrags
neighbouring States as part of the efforts of the
Government to Toster their cooperation in
stabilizing Irag. In that context, on 12 and 13
September 2006, Prime Minister Al-Maliki
visited Iran for meetings with Avatollah Al
Khamenai  and  President  Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad,







































