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Speech of the Special Representative of the Secretary General 
United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq

Inaugural session of the Kurdistan National Assembly

4 June 2005/ Erbil

President Jalal Talabani of Iraq, 
President Massoud Barzani of Kurdistan Region,

President of Kurdistan National Assembly,
Distinguished members of the Kurdistan National Assembly, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
I am honoured to stand before you today and participate in this inaugural session of the Kurdistan National Assembly. The elections to the Kurdistan National Assembly in accordance with Security Council resolution 1546 represents an important milestone in Iraq’s political transition. On behalf of the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, I would like to congratulate the people of the Kurdistan region, the members of the Kurdistan National Assembly and the regional government of Kurdistan on this historic occasion. 
The people of the Kurdistan region are justly proud of their achievements in the face of great adversity. They suffered political isolation, economic deprivation and brutal repression including genocidal onslaughts during the era of the previous regime. Yet they remained determined to assert their freedom and dignity, and valiantly struggled for their basic human rights. Under United Nations Security Council resolution 986, the United Nations was proud to have played a role in the alleviation of the privations of the people and in the progress achieved in the region of Kurdistan. 

The recognition of the Kurdistan region’s historic role and rights as an integral part of Iraq were reflected in the Transitional Administrative Law. The general elections held on January 30 this year and the subsequent role played by the Kurdish Alliance in the formation of the new government demonstrated that, confident of their identity and place in Iraq, the people of the region have a vital role to play in shaping the destiny of their country. 

With great achievement comes great responsibility. Iraq is going through a critical transition. The memory of great injustice and suffering, the determination that they shall never be repeated and that injustices need to be corrected, must be balanced by wisdom, restraint and an abiding respect for human rights and the rule of law that alone can ensure against the repetition of the wrongs and sufferings of the past. I am confident that both the Kurdistan regional government and this Assembly have the political foresight and generosity of spirit to meet these expectations and together with their compatriots to lay the foundations for a peaceful, prosperous and pluralistic new Iraq in which diversity and unity enrich each other. 

The extraordinary diversity of peoples of this region, encompassing Kurds, 
Arabs, Turcoman, Assyrians and many others, is a priceless national asset. The Kurdistan National Assembly accordingly has a historic opportunity to demonstrate that the new era in Iraq will be one where democratic principles are enshrined in effective participatory institutions, where differences can be vigorously but responsibly debated in public, where political leaders are accountable to the electorate and where government is conducted with a compelling sense of public service and transparency. You have the opportunity and capability and, dare I say, obligation to provide a beacon and example to the rest of Iraq. 

The United Nations worked hard to help make the general elections, Kurdistan National Assembly elections and the governorate council elections a success. It is now re-establishing its presence in the Kurdistan region following the opening of the United Nations Liaison detachment in Erbil. Work proceeds apace on the construction of the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq office. The United Nations looks forward to undertaking the full range of humanitarian, human rights and human development programmes that the government here and in Baghdad confirm are desired and urgently needed. UNAMI is extremely grateful for the sustained support and cooperation it has received from the Kurdistan regional leadership, especially their Excellencies President Talabani and President Masood Brarzani. I would like to conclude with an assurance that the United Nations will continue its commitment to assisting the regional government and the Kurdistan National Assembly in contributing to the well being of the people of this region. 

*****

For further information, please call UNAMI Information Office at: +39 08 3123 2642, Via HQ NY: + 1917 367 3614 Ext. 2642; or contact elbasri@un.org; or   makdissi@un.org; or visit UNAMI’s website:  www.uniraq.org 
[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]