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International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq 


INTERNATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION FUND FACILITY COMMITTEE MEETING CONCLUDES ON A HIGH NOTE

DEAD SEA, Jordan, July 19, 2005—The International Reconstruction Fund Facility Donor Committee Meeting (IRFFI) came to a successful close today, with the international donor community, the UN, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) demonstrating a very strong commitment to advancing Iraqi leadership on reconstruction efforts and to enhancing partnerships with the Iraqi government. His Excellency Barham Salih, Iraqi Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation, and Canadian Ambassador Michael Bell, Chair of the IRFFI, are delighted with the results. 

The UN and the World Bank presented progress reports in implementation of the Trust Fund programmes. The reports provided updates of achievements, challenges encountered and lessons learned by the International Trust Fund operations. The UN also provided an updated review of its cluster system. The Iraqi government presented reports from sectoral ministries and a status report of the Donor Assistance Database. Donors are considering modifications to the IRFFI structures to ensure they are consistent with the donor coordination mechanisms proposed by the Iraqi government in its updated National Development Strategy at yesterday’s Expanded Donor Meeting. 

“We will now go forward in the next six months with clear key priorities to make a difference for the people of Iraq in their every day lives,” said Mr. Staffan de Mistura, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Iraq.

“The World Bank will intensify efforts to support Iraq in providing basic services and deliver results on the ground,” said Joseph Saba, World Bank Country Director for Iraq. “We work to prevent poverty and encourage job creation through economic growth, adding that “the comparative advantage of the World Bank’s instruments and means of delivery is institution building for sustainable development and good governance.” 

At this meeting, Denmark became the newest member of the IRFFI, with its additional pledge of US$5.5 million. Also announced were pledges from Australia, (US$20 million), Greece, (US$2.4 million), the European Commission, (EURO150 million), Italy, (EURO10 million) and Spain (US$20 million). In the context of the Expanded Donor Meeting, the United States and Sweden also reported increases in bilateral assistance and loans.

“This is good news and I thank new donors for their generous contributions,” said His Excellency Barham Salih, Iraqi Minister of Planning and Development Cooperation. “I warmly welcome them and view these new pledges as a sign of the increasing international commitment to helping the people of Iraq.”

The Canadian government proposed a multi-donor evaluation, building on the work already done by the UN and the World Bank. This review will tell us whether implementation is on track to achieve expected results. It will help donors draw lessons and take appropriate corrective measures, further increasing transparency and confidence in the IRFFI mechanism. 

The political transition of Iraq is key to successful reconstruction. Unfortunately, there are still those who try to derail the process. The group held a moment of silence for the three members of the Constitutional Committee who perished in today’s tragic incident in Baghdad. 

 “I feel that we have had a remarkably successful two days,” said Ambassador Michael Bell, Chair of the IRFFI. “We have made important decisions. In particular, the Donor Committee has signalled its strong support for Iraqi ownership of the process of reconstruction. We strive to better align the work of the Trust Funds to Iraqi priorities and we have welcomed Iraq’s stronger role in the IRFFI.”

The World Bank, the UN and the Chair are planning this fall to visit countries which are potential new donors or donors who may be interested in increasing their current contributions in order to increase commitment and interest in the IRFFI and Iraqi reconstruction. 

At yesterday’s Expanded Meeting, the Iraqi Government presented its vision for reconstruction of their country, identifying governance and basic human needs as priorities for the near-term. The Government also called on accelerated implementation  for reconstruction efforts, consistent with Iraqi priorities based on national execution and equitable distribution of developmental resources. Delegates discussed how best to coordinate efforts to move the reconstruction process forward. 

Representatives of the Iraqi government and donors stressed the critical role of women in Iraq and the strong commitment to support gender equality, in particular, the importance of women in the constitutional drafting process. 

Hosted by the Government of Jordan and chaired by Canada, today’s meeting brought together representatives of the IRFFI Donor Committee. The committee comprises donors whose paid-in contributions to either or both Trust Funds amount to a minimum of US$10 million per donor. There are currently 19 members. Over 400 delegates from 60 countries and organizations, including the UNDG, the World Bank and the IMF participated in this extended donor meeting. Delegates convened at the Dead Sea, Jordan to review progress and lessons learned from bilaterally donor-financed reconstruction activities in Iraq.

Building on progress already achieved and the support expressed by the international community at the Brussels Conference on Iraq (June 2005), this multilateral meeting has mobilized further efforts in the reconstruction of Iraq. 

International donors established IRFFI at the 2003 Madrid Conference to facilitate the provision of reconstruction assistance in a coordinated and effective manner. The IRFFI has two trust funds, separately administered by the World Bank and the UN in close coordination with the Iraqi authorities and donors. To date, international donors have committed a total of $1 billion to the two trust funds. IRFFI’s Donor Committee meets on a semi-annual basis to provide strategic guidance, review progress, coordinate efforts, and ensure coherence with Iraqi priorities. 

The Iraq Government requested that the next Donor Committee Meeting be held in Erbil, Iraq. The Government of Turkey also extended an offer to host the Meeting. The next meeting will be held in February 2006.

For more information on IRFFI, please visit www.irffi.com.
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