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The Expanded Humanitarian Response Fund (ERF) aims to help fill critical humanitarian gaps within different sectors through
readily available flexible funding for emergency response to:

1. Save lives and protect threatened livelihoods

2. Meet critical short-term humanitarian needs

3. Respond to sudden-onset complex humanitarian emergencies.
The maximum grant possible through the fund is US$400,000. ERF resources address needs arising from both natural disasters
as well as conflict-related or other man-made crises.

ERF Project Updates for November and December 2009:

During November and December 2009, 17 ERF Overall, the ERF's Technical Review Committee (TRC)
projects involving 26 activities were underway. In has approved 90 project proposals since the beginning
addition to these projects, the Humanitarian of the ERF Program in 2007.

Coordinator (HC) approved six new projects with a

total value of US$ $1,499,147. The six newly The map below shows the location of the current
approved projects provide support to vulnerable Iragi  activities

families in the Food Security, Water and Sanitation,

and Shelter sectors.
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During November and December, the most frequently
funded sector continued to be Water and Sanitation at 28
percent followed closely by shelter at 24 percent. The ERF’s
only Protection project was nearing completion as of
December. Protection continues to be the least funded
sector (as well as the sector for which ERF receives the
fewest proposals) at 6 percent. Agriculture projects also
represented only 6 percent of the total by the end of
December, 2009.
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Training of Field Coordinators and new ERF Focus:

From 13-17 December 2009, 28 Field
Coordinators and Information Management
Officers participated in an intensive training on
the ERF program in Erbil, Iraq. Specific areas
of training included: overview of the lifecycle of
an ERF project, criteria for eligibility of projects
and organizations, the Sphere project, reviews
of the specific reporting requirements for ERF
approvals and monitoring, and understanding
budgets and bidding analysis requirements of
applicants.
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During the training, participants discussed the
issue of which types of new projects should be
funded by the ERF. It was agreed that, beginning
in January 2010, future ERF projects must fit more
clearly into the areas of humanitarian needs as
defined by the relevant sector outcome teams and
in accordance with the ERF Charter.

New Technical Review Committee member term has begu  n:

In December, the ERF welcomed the next team
of ERF Technical Review Committee members.
The new team serves from January 2010 to
June 2010. New members include ACTED,
CIDA, Norway, and FAO. Returning members
of the TRC include: IMC, PU, IOM, and UNDP.

ERF Financial Status:

An inaugural TRC meeting took place on 10
December 2009 to orient new members to their role
on the TRC as well as to discuss the review and
recommendation process of ERF projects. All new
members participated as well as the HC and the
OCHA Head of Office.

The graph shows total contributions to the ERF since its inception in 2007.

There were no new donations to the Fund during November or December.

ERF Contributions - USD
15,000,000
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Total contributions = US$24,622,609
(3% to be allocated to fund administration)

As previously mentioned, there were six additional
ERF projects approved during November and
December 2009. Of these, six new projects, one
focused on the Food sector, two in Shelter and

Projects Approved by Humanitarian Coordinator Durin

Total allocations = $15,122,193

Total ERF net balance for grants =  $7,877,665

three in Water and Sanitation. Three of these projects
were awarded to national Iragi NGOs. A summary of
these new projects can be found in the chart below:

g November and December 2009

Sector Governorate Beneficiaries Funds disbursed (US$) Duration
Water and Sanitation Dohuk, Sulimaniya, Erbil 5,535 $298,260 6 months
Water and Sanitation Baghdad 14,400 $398,740 6 months
Water and Sanitation Sulaimaniya 215 $135,051 5 months

Food Diyala 2,220 $37,990 1 month
Shelter Ninewa 1,400 $350,898 3 months
Shelter Najaf 6,000 $278,208 1 month

Totals 29,750 $1,499,147
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ERF Spotlight - Islamic Relief

Islamic Relief - Iraqg was granted funding from the
ERF to rehabilitate 10 schools in the Tarmiya area of
Baghdad. Completed during November 2009, the
project focused on two main components:
rehabilitation of water and sanitation facilities at the
schools and raising hygiene awareness of school
children  through participation in  targeted
extracurricular activities. The project also facilitated
group work with teachers to enhance their knowledge
and awareness of health and sanitation, to learn
positive models of health and hygiene and methods
for avoiding the negative habits affecting health. One
of the objectives of this activity was to encourage
creativity among children and enable them through
active participation.

Nearly 3,500 primary school children and teachers in
Tarmiya's 10 primary schools benefited from this
project.

Figure 1: School children are receiving health kit from
Islamic Relief

FACTS ABOUT THE ERF:

The ERF provides quick and flexible funding to
national and international organizations for urgent
humanitarian activities in Iraq to alleviate the suffering
of the civilian population through emergency response
to humanitarian needs.

Typical beneficiaries of ERF-funded projects include,
but are not limited to, IDPs, communities affected by
violence, and other vulnerable groups.

b IR
Figure 2: Sanitary facility after rehabilitation
Relief

by Islamic

Priorities for ERF in  January and February 2010:

Finalization of the draft key vulnerability indicators
from each sector to better guide ERF applicants on
the most critical need areas of Iraq

Updating the ERF section of the OCHA website with
improved guidance to applicants on the ERF process
and requirements

Welcoming a new ERF Program Clerk who will
support critical data documentation, facilitate the
project approval process, and support report and
bulletin preparation.

Planning and preparation for the next training for
Iragi NGOs on the ERF Program. New
dates/locations are: northern Iraq 2-4 March 2010,
southern Iraq 16-18 March, central Iraq 30 March -1
April. NGOs should indicate their interest by applying

to ERFlrag@un.org before 1 February.

The ERF is not intended to respond to chronic social
problems, reconstruction or other long term
development needs

The ERF is replenished with new contributions on a
continuing basis. The fund grants a maximum of
US$400,000 and a minimum of $25,000 per project.
Contributions to the ERF are un earmarked and
pooled, i e they lose their donor identification.

All the ERF documents are downloadable in English and Arabic from
http://www.ochairaq.org/erf
For further information about the ERF, please contact

erfirag@un.org
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