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Welcoming Remarks for the SRSG

Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Colleagues,


Today we and thousands of other UN staff members throughout the world remember with great sadness these 22 souls who perished and those who were injured on the 19th of August, 2003. 
Not only were lives lost, but opportunities were lost as well.  All of those who made the ultimate sacrifice had so much more to contribute, not just to peace, reconciliation and reconstruction in Iraq, but for peace, reconciliation and reconstruction in many other parts of the world.  
Such a loss is beyond measure. 
But what we can do is to commemorate their sacrifice and try as best we can to realize the aspirations those fallen colleagues of ours had for Iraq. 

Excellencies,


The presence of the representative of the Prime Minister’s office here today honours their memory and is an expression of the high esteem and regard with which the people of Iraq recall their efforts to contribute towards the building of a new Iraq. 
The example of their sacrifice shall  enormously encourage us to continue and redouble our efforts to assist the Iraqi government and the people of Iraq to realize their objectives.  


The UNAMI team now numbers over 500 national and international staff, and we are active in political facilitation, constitutional and electoral support, human rights monitoring and promotion, humanitarian coordination, reconstruction and development activities. 
We have dedicated colleagues in administration and security who support all these core roles. 


Every day I walk by this simple but eloquent memorial I think how great a privilege it is to be walking in the footsteps of UN heroes and how fortunate we in UNAMI are to be serving the people and government of Iraq at this critical juncture in its history. 
The people of Iraq have amazed one and all by their resilience, their tenacity their unbreakable will and optimism in the face of enduring suffering and danger. 
We are truly proud to be of service to them. At this moment of commemoration I wish to rededicate ourselves to this noble endeavour. 


Our continued presence and expanding activities in Iraq shall be a tribute to those lives lived and sacrificed to the promotion of peace, reconciliation and justice. We must and will work together with the people and government of Iraq to deliver on our mandate and promises to the best of our capability. 


This is what we owe the people of Iraq and our colleagues who fell in the service of this great people. 
We shall endeavour to emulate the men and women we honour today by helping, however modestly, to build the Iraq its people have dreamed of for so long, and which today lies within their grasp. 
Thank you.

Closing Statement

Excellencies, 
on behalf of the Secretary-General and the staff here at UNAMI, it is my honour and privilege to thank you for attending this ceremony today. 

We have enjoyed the full cooperation of the government of Iraq, and the full support of the Prime Minister in all of our efforts. 

As we part company today, we will continue to hold the memory of the sacrifice made by  our brave and honorable colleagues, while also honoring the thousands of other innocent and brave Iraqi civilians, who have been martyred in the ongoing violence.  
Our hearts and minds will remain with all of you.
