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UNICEF and Iragi Government Strategize on
Saving and | mproving
Next 2011-2014 Country Programme

As part of UNICEF Iraqg's consultative process for its next
2011-2014 Country Programme of Cooperation with the
Government of Irag, a strategic meeting defining the focus
of the next country programme was held in Baghdad in
January.

The meeting, led by the Ministry of Planning and Develop-
ment Cooperation, included members of parliament and
several line ministries entrusted with delivering essential
services for
tations held in previous months to develop the UN's Devel-
opment Assistance Framework and fully integrates the
priorities of the Government's National Development Plan,
the Poverty Reduction
tegic priorities.

The focus of the 2011-2014 country programme of coop-
eration i s childrends
well-being for development. This will be implemented by:
developing an overall National policy for children, including
modernizing policies in the essential service sectors im-
pacting the lives of children (education, health and nutri-
tion, water and sanitation, child protection); governorate-
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ing); delivering holistic multi-sectoral child well-being re-
sponses in targeted areas of acute cPiId vulnerability; and

Ch i | empbwerifgCchildret to Bafiicipate inOdécision making

processes that affect their lives.

Being the last programme cycle before the global deadline
for the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) in 2015, the four-year programme puts maximum
focus on attaining the MDGs, all of which are central to the
survival and development of children.

National Education Strategy Advances:

School Enrolment Simulation Model Final-

ai?e‘éj women. It foll ows consul -

UNICEF, with UNESCO and the World Bank, continue to

St r at e gy suppartthe Gdvérner & baq o Hewdiop & Nasohal Exlu-

cation Strategy..
In February, two technical workshops were facilitated by

who has been contracted by the three agencies to review
and finalize the framework for

Key technical staff from the Ministries of Education, Higher
Education and Scientific Research, Planning and Develop-

theo Internatipnalrirtstitutei fqr &ducation Plan@ing dIIEPg, h i | d

level Child Development Plans so Government responses ment Cooperation and I raqgds Cen
are targeted to the different priority needs of children in tion (COSIT), among others, participated. At the end of the

each governorate; national and governorate-level child- wor kshops, a diagnosis report 0
friendly budgeting to make the necessary investments to education situation was reviewed and a simulation model
ensure the healthy devel op me n tof fdure schoohenrdlment pwjectionsiwas finatizede driti- | -
dren t hr ough o u tcycle; kantribating tb thé s | cal @mponents to determine how to improve the policy
development of cities, according to international stan- framework to enhance the quality and access to education

dards, that are friendly to children; supporting the delivery for Il ragés children and yout h.

of nationwide responses to
development prospects (ie. immunizations, teacher train-
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UNICEF and the British Council Launch
Teacher Training Project

In partnership with the British Council, UNICEF launched a
pilot in-service Teacher Training project in Iraq. The pro-
ject will institute a set of teaching and school management
performance standards, according to global best practices,
which will enhance the learning experience and educa-
tional results of Iragi children. The teacher training will

i mprove head teacherés school

ment skills, especially in employing team-work and staff
devel opment approaches in
ties to develop their pedagogic methods when teaching
students.

As part of the first phase of the project, 34 head teachers
and supervisors (14 females + 20 males) from Koya dis-
trict in Erbil governorate have been trained.

Around 2,900 teachers and 174,000 students in 290
schools will benefit in 2010.

Thousands of Children Benefit from Training
on Dangers of Guns

In January, the Mine Advisory Group (MAG) and UNICEF
organized a training on the dangers of small arms and
weapons to children and young people in Irag. Youth,
teachers from 60 schools in Diyala and Kirkuk gover-
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norates, and staff from community-based organizations in
Baghdad, Basra, Kirkuk, and Diyala received information
to provide to over 12,000 members in their communities on
the dangers guns pose to children and young people.

Small arms casualties in Iraq are alarming. Although num-
bers are not available for the entire country, in 2008, the
Kirkuk Provincial Department of Health alone recorded 313
deaths and 975 injuries of mostly children and youth as a
result of accidental gunfire. In addition, with the popularity
of |toy guaseapdsv%'quns, acgigents have, %{eg/igusly hap-

pened when a child swaps a pretend weapon for a real
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Study on Violence Against Children in Iraq
Launched

In March, UNICEF and Save the Children commenced a
study on the impact of violence against children. The
study will provide quantitative and qualitative data on the
prevalence and types of violence experienced by children
in Irag. The data generated will be on the five settings
identified by the global United Nations Violence Against
Children (UNVAC) study: the home and family; schools
and educational settings; care and justice institutions; the
workplace; and the community. The final report is ex-
pected in October and will include a mapping of existing
formal and informal services available to children and fami-
lies to better inform actions required within the existing
legal framework to protect children from violence.
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Government Officials Trained on Child

Rights Reporting

As part of UNI CEFb&6s i
supported representatives from the Ministries of Labour
and Social Affairs and Human Rights to participate in a
child rights reporting course organized by the Arab Human
Rights Institute in Tunisia. Participants learned about the
process of how to write a State party child rights report,
including the inter-ministerial consultations required to
compile all necessary information to be included in the
report.

This was done to support the Government of Iraq submit a
progress report on its implementation of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) to the Committee on the
Rights of the Child in Geneva in the fourth quarter of 2010,
something all signatories to the CRC are required to do.
The last CRC progress report Iraq submitted to the Com-
mittee on the Rights of the Child was in 1998. The report
will serve as a guiding document for many actions required
by the Government of Iraq to successfully protect all Iraqi
chil drends rights as enshri

Community -based Services t

Children

Psychosocial Support for Children Affected by Con-
flict

With the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, UNICEF
has developed a strategy to deliver essential psychosocial
interventions to assist children affected by the conflict and
extreme violence in Iraq over the last several years. The
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activities under this strategy, such as the training of com-
munity-based facilitators to provide psychosocial assis-
tance to children and families, are planned to be launched
over the coming months.

on building efforts,
Il raqgds institutions and
gal protection have been greatly weakened and in some
cases completely destroyed during the last seven years
and require urgent rebuilding for children to live in an envi-
ronment that protects them.

The Child Helpline

Social workers from the Ministry of Labour and Social Af-
fairs in the Kurdistan Region of northern Iraq have been
trained on establishing a Child Helpline. The Child helpline
will offer an outlet for children, parents, and community
members to call to report cases of abuse, exploitation,
violence, and neglect as well as receive expert advice on
how to respond to such violations. Simultaneously, a map-
ping of child protection services provided by Government
and Civil Society is taking place in order to ensure clear
referral pathways on child protection cases once the
helpline is functional in June 2010.

in the CRC.
Most vulnerable children have access to Child -

riendly Center A

F!I\:/Ilimr§j ﬁlteénﬁ)f disp‘acredaclqlogel§ and other extremely
vulnerable children in parts of Irag continue to receive
emergency child protection services. Ten community-
based child protection committees have been trained to
manage ten child friendly spaces. The spaces offer a safe
haven for children to play and participate in recreational
activities that support their psycho-social recovery from the
violence and conflict that they have experienced. Over
1,000 children are benefitting from these centers.
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On World Water Day

Marking World Water Day on 22 March, UNICEF, has
identified water as a priority issue for action in the coming
years in Irag. As a result of decades of wars, violence,
sanctions, underinvestment in infrastructure and poor
management, the delivery of safe water has been hin-
dered. 24 per cent, or nearly one in four Iragis, do not have
access to safe water. In rural areas, nearly half of the peo-
ple are without safe drinking water with 26% using rivers
and creeks to access their water. With millions of people
still under-served Iraq needs major progress if it is to
achieve the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) target of
91% access to safe water by 2015.

As the UN lead for water and sanitation, UNICEF Repre-

ey
AR
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Recommendations Made for National Strat-
egy to Combat Drought

At the close of a UNICEF-UNESCO Workshop on Inte-
grated Drought Preparedness and Management in Iraq in
February, Iraqi officials and experts have urged the Iraqi
Government and the UN to take more proactive and coor-
dinated measures to combat drought.

Senior representatives from ten Iraqgi ministries, three ma-
jor cities, five provincial governments, four universities and
one non-governmental organization participated in the
workshop, which aimed to examine the current state of
drought planning in Iraq and explore reform options. The
workshop was concluded with a set of recommendations

sentative Sikander Khan noted il n col | abor at i &nrefagming ghe qupeat response system to help reduce

Government of Iraqg, the UN is supporting the rehabilitation
of dozens of water stations, emergency provision of water
to the most vulnerable families in drought affected areas,
and communication campaigns on water use and conser-
vation. This combined with the development and imple-
mentation of a water preparedness and drought manage-
ment strategy will ensure hundreds of thousands more
Iraqis, including the vast majority of women and children,
have access to safe drinking water thereby securing a

healthy and prosperous future

With the launch of the United Nations Development Assis-
tance Framework (UNDAF) 2011-2014, UNICEF will
strengthen coordination with other specialized UN agen-
cies in the years to come to support the government in
expanding coverage of basic water and sanitation, water
resource management and quality water and sanitation
service provision.
tance, which has provided clean water to over 500,000
people each year for the past three years, will continue to
be provided to those most at risk from water shortages,
especially in rural areas. This combined with focused
area-based responses providing clean water to hundreds
of thousands more women and children, will ensure ac-

cess to safe drinking water

attainment of its access to safe water MDG target by 2015.
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the effects of drought and include more pre-drought mitiga-
tion and preparedness actions.

At the core of the recommendations for the government
was the development of a long-term national drought miti-
gation plan that would outline proactive strategies that can
be implemented before, during and after drought. The
group also cited the need t
of weather stations into a more robust, comprehensive
pagqnal early wagning system that could provide more
accurate forecasts and data.

The UN was identified as a key partner in facilitating the
new framework and helping the government keep the mo-
mentum of the planning process. UN agencies were also
called on to build institutional capacities in drought plan-
ning and research, promote the adherence to international

d gopvengons angl tieatiesmperiaigingitogvater usey ang fgs-

ter regional and international networks for best practices in
drought management.

The organizing agencies, UNICEF and UNESCO, will fa-
cilitate the follow-up and communication of the recommen-
dations.

thereby accelerating Il ragbs
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Draft National Maternal, Child, and Repro-
ductive Health Strategy Developed

Over four days in March, Iragi health programme manag-
ers from the Ministry of Health in Baghdad and the Kurdi-
stan Region and technical focal points from UNICEF,
WHO, UNFPA and WFP were engaged in technical delib-
erations to develop a National Maternal and Child Health
(MCH) Strategy.

The outcome of the four-day workshop, organized and
facilitated by the four UN agencies in Erbil, was a draft
National MCH strategy for Irag and a plan of action of the
main interventions to be carried out by Iraq's health au-
thorities with the support of the United Nations. The Strat-
egy is expected to provide a new guiding vision for mater-
nal, child and reproductive health services in the coming

the Nutrition Research Institute of the Ministry of Health,
and the Central Organization for Statistics and Information
Technology (COSIT), have identified 14 districts where

childrenbés nutrition has been

ing drought plaguing the country.

Detailed results of the assessments, to be released in
early May, will be used by UNICEF to deliver essential
nutritional support to those children most affected as part
of i t -Based aespenses to accelerate the attainment
of the MDGs. UNICEF will also work with the Government
and other stakeholders to ensure additional nutritional in-
terventions are delivered to those affected.

Irag has been impacted by a severe drought i the second
drought in the past 10 years i where rainfall has declined
for the fourth year in a row.

five years in |line with | raq6s UNGEF coordirated, planved and providad techrid¢alaand.

Many challenges remain for Iraq to attain MDG 4 Reduce
Child Mortality and MDG 5 Improve Maternal Health in Iraq
by 2015. However, this strategy in conjunction with fo-
cused efforts to implement
Plan and the United Nations Development Assistance
Framework, both of which prioritize these MDGs, it is pos-
sible for these MDGs to be attained.

The Under-Five Mortality Rate currently stands at 41 per
1,000 Iive births.
100,000 live births, along with high infant mortality, 35 per
1000 live births, places it in the group of 68 countries glob-
ally, which accounts for the vast majority (97%) of mater-
nal and child deaths worldwide.

Chil drenos Nutrition

14 Iraqgi Districts

Based on household surveys that were conducted
throughout the country in the past three months, UNICEF,

unite for the children of Iraq

Il ragbds high

financial support for the assessments.
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