
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
With “Real People, Real Needs”, as this year’s glob al theme, 
UNHCR Iraq and its partners, donors, non-government al and 
governmental organizations, together with refugees,  IDPs and 
returnees, celebrated the 2009 World Refugee Day on  June 20 in 
the North, South and Central governorates of Iraq. The celebrations 
included a wide range of activities such as exhibit ions, folk 
dancing, football matches, lectures and panel discu ssions.  
 
Prizes and gifts were distributed to winners of com petitions and 
children. Probably for the first time since the fal l of the regime, 
major Arabic television stations broadcasted the WR D events and 
held interviews with refugees and officials from UN HCR and the 
Iraqi government. 
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Palestinian Refugees in Al Waleed Camp 
 
 
Organized by UNHCR, the WRD 
Commemorations at Al Waleed refugee 
camp for Palestinians commenced at 9 am 
on June 20 and lasted the whole day. 
 
The activities included speeches by 
UNHCR, World Islamic Relief, the Standing 
Committee for Refugees and a refugee 
from the camp, followed by a graduation 
ceremony of children from the camp’s 
kindergarten. Gifts were also distributed to 
excelling students from the camp’s primary 
school. 
 
Palestinian folk dancing was performed by 
the Palestinian Folk dancing group, 
followed by the opening of the Womens’ 
Center and a play ground at the camp. 
 
Footbal and volleyball matches took place 
and trophies were distributed to winners. 
 
Four Satellite Channels; Al-Jazeera , Al-
Arabia, Al-Qudos, Al-Iraqia covered the 
entire celebrations. 
 
Representation from the following officials 
were present:  Adnan Al-Assady ; Chair 
person of PC, Sheikh Ahmed Abou Risha., 
General Fadhel DG Trebil Port, Mayor of 
Rutba District and some Sheikhs from 
Anbar.   
 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

   



 

 



 

 

   
   

Ahwazi Refugees in Trebil 
 
 
The Ahwazis refugees commemorated the World Refugee Day with UNHCR in a 
symbolic celebration held at their camp. The celebration started at 6.30 PM in the 
meeting tent with kids’ singing. It was followed by tea-time snacks and drinks 
together with the distribution of gifts among all the children. 
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Basrah 
   
   
The WRD commemoration in Basrah was initiated by UNHCR and Basrah 
Implementing partner INTERSOS. The celebration included an exhibition of photos 
taken by the returnee and IDP children 
through cameras that were previously 
distributed among the children. The 
children were asked  to take pictures 
reflecting their lives and their parents’. 
Among the photos taken, ten were 
recognized as the best and educational 
laptop toys were distributed to the winning 
children. 
 
Ten returnee and IDP families including 
around 40 individuals attended the 
exhibition. Several representatives from 
the local municipal councils also 
participated in the event. 
 
A speech was given by MoDM Basrah manager.  A representative for Basrah 
governor helped in distributing the prizes to the winning children. In addition, a 
refugee woman recited a poem in the event. 
 
From the local media both Al-Iraqia satellite channel (The official Iraqi TV) and Al-
Sharqia satellite channel covered the vent and they further conducted interviews with 
the returnee families. Al-Sabah newspaper (the official Iraqi newspaper) was also 
present at the celebration. The media was concerned more about meeting the PoCs 
and reflecting the suffering of the returnees and their reintegration within the 
communities.

Basrah Exhibition, one of the winning photos, return ee mother giving a manual bath to her 3 years old 
son  who is then posing clean and proud.  (picture taken by his 11 years old elder brother)  



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

The Governor cuts the tape to open the Celebration 

 
 

Diwaniyah   
 
 
The commemoration was organized by 
UNHCR’s local Implementing Partner, IHLHR 
(Iraqi Human League for Human Rights) in 
Diwaniyah and took place at Al-Hurria Hall in 
the Iraqi Cultural House in Diwaniyah. It was 
attended by top officials and elites of 
Diwaniyah in addition to a big number of IDP 
and returnee families in Diwaniyah. The 
estimated number of attendees exceeded 700 
persons. The celebration included a painting 
and book exhibition, theatrical performance, 

speeches by IHLHR’s representative, the Governor and Deputy  Governor.  Music 
and songs, poetry and a play, as well as distribution of Gifts on the children. 
 
Media Coverage 
The event was covered by the following satellite channels and press agencies:  

�  Al-Sumaria Satellite Channel; 
�  Baghdad Satellite Channel;  
�  Al-Hurria Satellie Channel; 
�  Al-Aan Satellite Channel;  
�  Afaq Satellite Channel;  
�  Al-Etijah Satellie Channel;  
�  Al-Diwaniyah Newspaper;  
�  Al-Diwaniyah Al-Yum (Al-Diwaniyah Today) Newspaper;  
�  The Governorate Newspaper. 
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Some of the attendees at the Painting � ���������	 �
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The governor addressing the audience Play performance 

Some of the audience 

Distribution of gifts  
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Erbil  
 
On June 20, 2009, UNHCR’s Sub Office in 
Erbil, in cooperation with the Directorate of 
Displacement and Migration arranged the 
World Refugee Day in Erbil Media Hall at 
10:00 am. The event included Iranian and 
Turkish refugees from Makhmour and Kawa 
settlements, Iranian asylum seekers, refugee 
returnees and IDPs in Erbil Governorate. 
Members of the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) and members of the 
Kurdistan National Assembly were involved 
and attended the celebration. More than 300 
refugees and 200 other persons were from 
the local authorities, UN agencies and NGOs 
attended. The event was covered by the 
media and press. 
 
A drawing exhibition and handcrafting prepared by the refugees in Makhmour and 
Kawa settlements were on display. Activities, such as, theatrical show, traditional 
dancing, poetry, Kurdish music and songs were also performed by PoC. UNHCR 
distributed gifts to all refugees involved in activities.  
 
Speeches were given by the UNHCR Head of Erbil Sub Office, Ministry of Extra 
Regional Affairs, Department of Displacement and Migration two representatives of 
the Iranian and Turkish refugees, and representative of Arab IDPs in Erbil. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 Visitors at the exhibition hall for the art and ha nd made crafts which 
were prepared by the refugees in Makhmour and Kawa settlements 
 

A happy refugee woman at the WRD 
celebration in Erbil  



 

 

 

Dahuk 
   
UNHCR Field Unit in Dahuk commemorated WRD by organizing a football match 
between Turkish Kurds Refugees in Daratoo Settlement and those in Hassanyiah 
camp. 14 Youth refugees from Hassanyiah came to Daratoo to compete in the match 
and eventually won. UNHCR provided each team with medals and two cups to the 
winners. 
 
Mr. Mohamed Abullah Hamo, 
Director of DDM who represented 
Governor’s Office opened the 
ceremony. Qasrok Sub-Mayors Mr. 
Waleed Essa Othman and Mr. 
Mohamed Qasim Shaikhan also 
joined. In addition, Representative 
of Chira KDP Office and 
representative of KDP Qarok, Mr. 
Zeyad Yousif and Mr. Shivan were 
among the participants. 
 
The refugees were extremely 
happy and thanked UNHCR for not 
forgetting them on this day. They 
also showed appreciation of 
UNHCR’s initiatives. 
 
The event was a very friendly one and was broadcast by 
Kurdistan local radio and TV, as well as Kurdistan 
international channel. 
 
Sandwiches and soft drinks were served. 

DDM Director 



 

 

 



 

 

   
   
Dahuk Dream City 
   
55 Turkish Kurd refugee children (27 from Grey Gewry Settlement and 28 from 
Messirike Settlement) celebrated the WRD in Dream City. 
 
The owner of Mazi Market/Dream City provided free entry tickets to these children 
use the park’s facilities and provided them with gifts. UNHCR’s Implementing Partner 
Harikar provided transportation and facilitated their admission into Dream City. 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Sulaymaniyah 
   
UNHCR Field Unit in Sulaymaniyah commemorated the World Refugee Day through 
three major events in two 
different locations in 
order to ensure 
participation of large 
number of UNHCR’s 
PoC and host 
community.   
 
 
On 20 June 2009 , 
UNHCR organized a 
football match in Kalar 
where 197 Iranian 
refugee families and 
large number of IDPs are 
living. The match was 
between two teams of 
Iranian refugees from 
Barika and Kalar. The 
Team of Barika included 
other Iranian refugee 
players from Nasir as 
well. 
 
The OIC of UNHCR Field 
Office in Sulaymaniyah 
was the Referee of the 
match. All UNHCR staff 
in Sulaymaniyah, huge 
number of refugees, 
IDPs and host community fans were 
present at Kalar Stadium, the number of 
audience was around 150 persons.  
 
 
Prior to commencing the match, the OIC 
shed light on the WRD occasion and 
UNHCR’s mandate.  Then, the match 
started with enthusiasm even though the 
temperature was 45 C. The match ended in 
a draw of two each. 
This activity received media coverage by two local channels Azadi TV and German 
TV channels in Kalar. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
On 21 June 2009 , UNHCR held the WRD 
celebration in Barika, a settlement 
established by UNHCR to host 405 
Iranian refugee families. For this purpose, 
UNHCR organized a painting exhibition 
and inaugurated a playground for 800 
children. This playground is the first in this 
area and thus children were thrilled to be 
given this opportunity. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
UNHCR also organized a painting exhibition in Barika for 30 talented refugee 
children between ages 10 to 17 from Kalar, New Halabja, Zaraen, Nasir and Barika.   
 
The Painting Exhibition was held at the refugee representatives centre built by 
UNHCR this year.  After taking a tour around the exhibition that included 56 
drawings, the Snr. Community Services Assistant, delivered a speech on this 
occasion and distributed symbolic gifts to the selected 10 winning children.  
 
UNHCR staff selected the children winners according to number of participants in 
each location and as follows: 
 
4 winners from Barika 
3 from Kalar 
1 winner from each location; New Halabja, Zaraen and Nasir 
 
Soft drinks and sweets were distributed. 
 



 

 



 

 

 


